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Sorry that I don’t have an interesting history letter for this month. I’m still 
waiting for some from you. It doesn’t have to be long just something about the past 
here in the Applegate Valley. Hope this finds everyone enjoying the New Year. 
During the month of December we had lots of rain. All the streams were flowing 
high for a few days. I hope that no one had any major problems during that time. 


Congratulations to Ed Temple, the winner of the Quilt Raffle. Enjoy your 
prize. 


We held elections at our annual meeting in November. They are as follows: 
President Bill Dunlap, Vice President Alice Matheny, and Secretary/Treasurer 
Barbara Niedermeyer. Board Members: John Black, Steve Decker, Cathy Dunlap, 
and Isabel Goode. Thank you for your volunteer efforts to the AVHS. 


Our next meeting will be Saturday January 18" at the Museum at 10:00 AM. 
Remember to bring your chair. Hopefully Peggy has some ideas on what this years 
theme will be and what items she is looking for. Bring your thoughts to the meeting. 


Mark your calendars for the year on the 3 Saturday of every other month for 
our meetings. We enjoy new faces at our gatherings. 


Have a safe and healthy New Year. See you on the 18" at 10:00 AM. 


AVHS Sect/Tres. 
Barbara Niedermeyer 


BACK IN TIME 
The Applegate Bridge 
By Evelyn (Byme) Williams 34/-397+2Q22a2 


As a young girl, I remember traveling through the covered bridge at Applegate, and two others-- the 
Cameron and McKee, in the upper Applegate. To enter a covered bridge in the summer time was refreshing. 
It was an escape from the penetrating sun with an offering of a cool breeze inside. It also was a good place 
to escape from the rain or snow. School children who walked through the bridges to school must have 
enjoyed it, as I once did with my school chums. It offered a place to run a race without stepping on any of 
the cracks or to holler, as loud as one could, so the sound could be heard bouncing off the walls. It also was 
a place to just listen to the river gently flowing below. One could do that then without worrying about traffic. 
A vehicle was seldom seen, but when it was heard, a est to get out of the bridge i in time to pine |p PERuShe a 
game. oR Se 


Covered bridges were never built for future 
generations. The bridge life-span was not much 
over 35 years. Who would have thought, back 
then, a covered bridge would someday become 
an historic entity? If the Applegate covered bridge 
was here today, it would almost be a shrine in the 
valley, and the Applegate Historic Society would 
be truly blessed in having such a near-by treasure 
and attraction. Of course, to be realistic, there is 
no way that the Applegate covered bridgecould 
have been saved. I’m sure the people in Jackson : _ 

County would have tarred and feathered the officials if they had even given a thought i in trying to save it. 
Eventually, the bridge would have had to been totally replaced, piece by piece, at a tremendous cost. There 
were no organizations or wealthy millionaires who would have taken on such a ridiculous project. Covered 
bridges were just “has beens.” 

When steel began to take the place of wood, bridge building changed dramatically; the holding 
weight and longevity of steel was a tremendous improvement. There was no longer a need to cover the 
bridges, even though it was good protection from the elements, such as snow and ice. 

Most covered bridges were very dark inside, which was the case of our three bridges here. 

Accidents could occur when entering the dark chambers from the bright sunlight or during the dark winter. 
The McKee Bridge had some window openings in later years, probably after a car and truck had collided 
inside . The openings also allowed the air to.circulate which was found to be important in preventing 
deterioration 

Some covered bridges were saved from destruction when people realized how fast they were 
disappearing. Nostalgia often takes precedence over practicability, thank goodness. Proof of this is evident 
in money given for restoration of our covered bridges and other enmities. Even though, the Applegate 
covered bridge is no longer here, it will always be a cherished ‘memory for those of us who used it and are 
left to tell something about it. —s : 

The first spanned bridge at Applegate was _ 
built about 1872 by Thomas Mee. (He also 
constructed the first bridge, called the Centennial, 

_agFass the Rogue river in 1876, locatedat Rock 

Paid) * Thomas and his brother, Warren, were 
farmers on Thompson Creek and were also loggers at 
Hilt, California. Going back and forth from their work 
made it necessary to have a good crossing. 


It is remarkable that Thomas had such engineering ability for those days. 

In 1892, Jackson County built the covered bridge which saw many years of service by the increased 
population of farm people living here in the Applegate. Forty- two- years later the bridge was in need of 
much repair and Jackson County opted for a new replacement. 

Sometime in February, 1934, the new 180 foot span steel bridge was started and finished in June. 
The work was contracted to the Mountain States Construction company of Eugene, with Fred Lindsay of 
Eugene as superintendent. The cost was $32,806. The covered bridge would be wrecked, according to the 
terms of the contract. 

The Applegate valley began preparing a celebration for the dedication of their new bridge. A 
committee was appointed to investigate the cost of a bronze plaque bearing the “Pioneer Bridge” name and 
offered to be installed free by the state highway commission. A date would be set for the event as soon as all 
the preliminaries were finalized. 

Saturday, June 23, 1934. was chosen for the celebration and dedication to the pioneers of the 
Applegate valley for the new steel bridge. The sponsors of the event was the Applegate Community league, 
Applegate Grange, and the Applegate Extension unit. They made a special effort to invite all pioneers of 
the region to participate and any “old timer” who had not been contacted needed to let E. H. Taylor, master 
of the grange, or other committee members know. All southern Oregon and northern California residents 
were cordially invited to attend. 

A picnic lunch would be at noon. Those participating were asked to bring their own eatables and 
table service. Coffee would be served free and the Home Economics club of the grange would have cold 
drinks and ice cream for sale. 

One of the greatest turnouts of “old settlers” ever seen in the vicinity was expected. Mrs. Louisa Ray, 
87, would cut the ribbon, symbolizing formal opening of the fine new span for traffic. She had come west 
from Iinois in 1853 and was married in Jacksonville 19 years later, in 1872. She was the only surviving 
Granger of the 1870’s and had been a resident of the Applegate longer than any other woman. 

Aubrey Edwards would be master of ceremonies. The program was scheduled to start at 2 pt m. The @ 
invocation would be followed by community singing with a Grants Pass band accompaniment, then an 
address by C. E. Gates of Medford. The band would play again after which there would be an address by 
Arthur S. Taylor of Southern Oregon Normal school, Ashland. Pioneers would be introduced and the 
audience would sing the Oregon state song with band accompaniment. Mrs. Ray would cut the ribbon, and 
the day’s festivities would be closed with a big dance at the Applegate hall in the evening, given by the 
Grange and Home Extension Unit committees in charge of the dedication. It is noted that the proceeds from 
the dance were to be used for the bridge’s bronze plaque. (It can be seen when entering the bridge from the 
north). 

The bridge celebration was a grand day, one of the many events that happened in the Applegate. 

Peoples life style was more simple then, and the hard times they endured were soon forgotten when they 
joined their friends and neighbors for some entertainment such as the dedication of their new bridge, Back 
in Time. 
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I am very grateful to Marguerite Black for sharing a copy of Maude (Pool) Ziegler’s newspaper 
articles. Maude’s “Big Applegate” news appeared for many years in the Medford Mail Tribune. This 
valuable information enabled me to put this history together. Thanks to Daniel Sathre for help with editing. 


* Interview with Barbara (Mee) Ross. 


